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Pessimist or Realist? 

... The current issue has attracted the atten- 
tion of two people as it lay on my desk in the 
office, and was the means of introducing an- 
other Christian which will lead to much mutual 
encouragement in our testimony. 

The end of the war will necessitate drastic 
changes in the article I am going to submit on 
Christian pacifism. If I don’t get an article 
ready for you this winter, I hope to have a real 
one ready for you the next time threatenings 
of war begin to sound throughout the nation. 
In the meantime I am praying the Lord to give 
us spokesmen who will fearlessly declare the 
whole counsel of God in these matters. David 
was not permitted to build the Temple because 
he had been a man of war (I Chron. 28:3). 
Where does American fundamentalism stand in 
the light of this truth? 

Fort Dix, N. 17. Pfc. Donald W. Calhoun 


REPERCUSSIONS 


FROM READERS 


The Problem of ‘‘Necking”’ 

Whatever possessed the editors of such a 
splendid magazine as HIS to publish an article 
of the caliber of “The Problem of Necking” 
(September issue) by Charles Stilwell! Not 
only is there badly confused thought in this 
maze of sanctimonious tirades but also it is 
only too evident that the spirit of the writer is 
just as badly confused... for goodness sakes, 
Mr. Stilwell, you give the impression that the 
solution lies in hiding our heads in the sand 
and yelling “No, No” one thousand times. . 
I appreciate Mr. Stilwell’s sincerity and sym- 
pathize with the inward struggle he must be 
going through. He should face it and take a 
good course on psychology, both to clear his 
thinking and to learn a bit about the positive 
approach, which I truly believe to be insepar- 
able from God’s way of doing things. 
Washington, D. C. Jean McLaughlin 

God's way of doing things is sometimes the 
positive approach and sometimes Stilwellish. 
Let Reader McLaughlin read Il Timothy 2:22. 

Eds. 


More on “‘Necking”’ 

I think you will be interested to know of a 
tangible result that came from the article on 
necking. I had two non-Christian girl friends 
over to my house last night, and in the course 
of the conversation mentioned how much I like 
my HIS magazine. As it was nearby, one of the 
girls asked to see it. She opened it at “The 
Problem of Necking” and both girls said, “Oh 
boy, that’s just what we need’”—and laughed. 
They seemed quite interested, and insisted on 
reading it. They made a few remarks whe 
reading it, and when they had finished, after a 


’ 


little general discussion, they saw the point, and 


were convinced that “necking” is morally and 
basically wrong... 


I would like to make one constructive criti- 
cism of the magazine. The appeal to a non- 
Christian or someone not acquainted with your 
magazine lies in...the cover picture. Now 
there is, to the average person, nothing par 
ticularly attractive in the picture of a man look- 
int at an animal’s skull (September issue 
cover). 


Monterey Park, Calif. Margaret Eastwold 





NIGHT TO REMEMBER 


By James ROBERTS 


ee I left my home in southern Ari- 
zona to pursue graduate work in 
physics at the University of Chicago mine 
was a hungry soul indeed. Having Chris- 
tian ideals, but finding myself unable to 
live up to them and dominated by selfish 
ambitions and anti-Christian desires | 
longed for a way of escape. 

When school had been in progress for 
only a few days I met a young man who 
was to be used of God to completely 


change my attitude concerning the person 
of Christ. I liked him immediately, and we 
decided to be lab. partners in a physics 
course in which we were both enrolled. 


Jim Roberts, Ph.D. candidate in physics at the 
University of Chicago, writes this story from 
the deserts of New Mexico where he was sent 
suddenly last year, along with other University 
of Chicago research men, to work on the secret 
project that has since then so abruptly changed 
the history of the world. 





Soon afterwards he asked me if I should 
like to attend a meeting of the Christian 
Youth League. Not knowing a thing 
about the group but desiring to be with 
my new friend I agreed to come. 

Upon hearing the speaker present 
Christ as the risen and living Saviour I 
reacted negatively to the message and to 
the group. Yet, somehow, I felt that the 
members had something—something that 
| lacked and badly needed. They had 
something definite for which to live; I had 
nothing but my selfish ambitions. 

It was not long until my friend asked me 
where I stood concerning the Christian 
message. I frankly told him my attitude; 
he seemed saddened to hear it, yet 1 know 
from that moment his heart was burdened 
with prayer for my soul. He asked me if 
I read the Bible. Upon hearing my nega- 
tive answer he encouraged me to do so. 

] purchased a Bible and began reading 
in the prophecy of Isaiah. When I read 
Isaiah 1:18 I was greatly impressed: 
“Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” I was still more deeply im- 
pressed with Isaiah 53:6: “All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 
Surely here was a prophecy that Christ 
would come to bear our sins—a prophecy 
made many centuries before he actually 
came. Of course, | did not fully appreciate 
the significance of these verses until my 
friend pointed it out to me. 

Yet, several months passed, and there 
was apparently no change in my attitude. 
I continued to attend the meetings of the 
Christian Youth League largely because | 


a 


enjoyed the company of my friend and 
others of the group. I read through the’ 
Psalms and enjoyed them as literary work 
and found much inspiration in them. 

My friend pressed me to accept Christ 
as my Saviour, but | still had many doubts. 
concerning Him—especially concerning | 
His resurrection from the dead. When | 
still persisted in my unbelief he asked if 
he might come to my dormitory room one 
evening a week and go through the book 
of Romans with me. I was happy to have 
him come, partly because I enjoyed his 
fellowship, and partly because I wanted to 
understand more of the Biblical teachings. 

For about six weeks he came, covering 
a chapter at a time. Then one evening a} 
strange thing happened. As I was retiring} 
after a busy day, suddenly I became) 
aware of the presence of the living Christ 
there in my room with me! My unbelief 
concerning His resurrection sped away 
...1 confessed my sins to Him and ex- 
perienced the joy of His forgiveness and 
salvation. 

The next morning when I saw my 
friend, he said he had something to give 
me if I would accept it. He presented me 
with a beautiful Bible. Of course I ac- 
cepted it but was too bewildered to tell 
him about my experience of the preced- 
ing evening. All I could say was that my 
doubts were leaving me. 

However, as we were concluding our 
study of the 7th Chapter of Romans that 
evening | could restrain myself no longer. 
My first words of confession were these: 
‘| know that He is alive; He has come to 
me.” My friend was literally overcome 
with joy. 

Everything in life has been changed 
since Christ came into my heart. 
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Win them by friendship and prayer 


3y WiLtiaAM Herssy, OuH10 STATE COLLEGE 


ILLIAM MUEHL in his article “The 

Trouble with ‘Fundamentalist’ Stu- 
dents” (HIS, July 1945) severely criti- 
cised the methods used by fundamentalists 
in witnessing. 
found witnessing through friendship and 
prayer most effective. Here are a few 
cases, 

I came to Ohio State in March 1943, a 
transfer student from Rhode Island State 
College. I had been brought up in a 
Christian home but had never really 
known the Lord Jesus personally. The 
first Friday evening on the campus | hap- 
pened to see a notice of the Ohio State 
Christian Fellowship meeting that night 
and decided to drop in and see what it 


At Ohio State we have- 


was all about, since I didn’t know any- 
one at Ohio State yet and didn’t know 
where to go for amusement. 

During the meeting the students im- 
pressed me with their knowledge of the 
Bible, but their dogmatism made me won- 
der if they were not fanatics. 

But I came back again. 

Why? 

It was their friendship and sincere in- 
terest in me after the meeting, especially 
that of Ed who was in my class. It was 
the invitation of a cute brunette that per- 
suaded me to come to the daily prayer 
meetings. 

At the prayer meeting I was amazed at 
the ability of my new friends to pray 
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aloud. I felt a little out of place; but, 
nevertheless, | prayed with them. I even 
requested that souls be saved at a large 
meeting they were planning, though not 
understanding the implications of the 
word! And when, two weeks later, the 
speaker at that meeting explained what 
Christ had done for me, I accepted Christ 
as my Saviour. And because of the friend- 
ship of the group, | was able to make 
rapid growth in understanding Christian- 
ity and knowing my Saviour better. 


here was a fellow in our class who was 
definitely maladjusted to his environ- 
ment. Ed and I both became very good 
friends of his. Because his home was in 
New England, as mine is, he asked to be- 
come my roommate. I consented hoping 
that | might be able to help him. 
It was a long time before he would con- 
fide in me. 
By helping him as much as possible with 
his school work and giving him some com- 


panionship which he definitely lacked, | 


won his trust. I spoke to him very little 
concerning Christ, but he saw that it was 
from my “religion” that I got my joy and 
strength. He started reading my Bible 
while I went to Sunday evening meetings 
and would ask me about the things he 
read. He was on the verge of flunking 
out, but God answered our prayers and 
permitted him to stay another quarter. 

The next quarter I read well selected 
passages of Scripture to him before going 
to bed, Finally Ed and I persuaded him 
to go to a campus Christian fellowship 
meeting with us. 

The friendliness of the members drew 
him back again and again. 

After much prayer by the whole group 
for several weeks, he finally accepted 
Christ one evening. 


His whole personality changed. 

He did, however, flunk out at the end 
of that quarter and had to go to the Army. 
We heard very little from him, but we 
continued to pray for bim. After six 
months we got a letter from him full of 
praises to the Lord Jesus—what a change 
from the fellow I first knew, who would 
curse the day as he awoke each morning. 


I came to know Sarah very well through 
a folk dancing class. One day she 
asked me to come out to see her because 
she had some questions to ask. Her phil- 
osophy instructor had confused her con- 
cerning Christianity. | was able to answer 
many of her questions. 

One day at a campus prayer meeting 
it was suggested that we ask the Lord to 
make each of us burdened to pray partic- 
ularly for some non-Christian friend. | 
began to pray a lot for Sarah. | invited 
her to several parties sponsored by our 
campus Christian group and she became a 
very good friend of many of the girls. 
When our Inter-Varsity staff worker was, 
on the campus, an interview was arranged 
for her with Sarah. We continued to 
pray earnestly. In a few weeks Sarah ac- 
cepted Christ in all of His power. 


his type of witnessing requires true 
and sincere friendship. It requires do- 
ing extra little things for your new friend 
.. . being a good roommate . . . helping 
him with his school work . . sympathiz- 
ing with him (and don’t be too quick to 
criticise) .. . talking to him . . . listening 
to his problems and joys . . . helping him 
find more friends in your campus Chris- 
tian group (freshman, new students, and 
foreign students are especially in need of 
good friends.) 
Your life, by God’s grace, should show 





Christ in your actions. A Christian’s life 
is joyous: show it in your every action. 
Show a true faith in your Creator. Show 
a love for others by doing things for them. 
A daily quiet time of fellowship with the 
Lord Jesus is usually necessary if your 
language and unconscious actions are to 
show His power. 

This friendship should be surrounded 
by prayer. Ask the Lord to point out the 
person He would have you lead to Christ. 
Continue diligently in prayer for that per- 
son (James 5:16) since it is the Holy 
Spirit who convicts of sin. Pray specific- 
ally for your friend and for his daily prob- 
lems. Pray for yourself that you will mani- 


fest Christ in your life, that you will be 
able to help that friend, that you may be 
able to share with him the way of Salva- 
tion. Ask others in the group to intercede 
for him. 

This may seem a rather slow and in- 
adequate way to meet the needs of the 
campus. But remember that the Lord 
Jesus, when on earth, singled out indi- 
viduals. Remember also that the college 
student is not greatly impressed by hear- 
ing a prominent speaker tell about some- 
thing. He has to see it work. Jf each 
member of your group concentrated on 
one individual think of the results pos- 


sible through the power of the Lord. 


WON THROUGH YOUR FRIENDSHIP AND PRAYER 


ANONYMOUS 


After reading ‘How to Treat New Christians’ in the September issue of HIS, 7 decided 
to send you this letter in which J have tried to express my appreciation for what one 
member of Inter-Varsity bas done for me, in drawing me closer to Christ...” 


Now that our paths are diverging, | 
would like to express to you a little of 
what your friendship and influence have 
meant to me in this past year, and to thank 
you for your patience, and for the time 
you have spent in teaching and guiding 
me. 

As you know, I had been a nominal 
Christian for some time before we met in 
class at the university last September. To 
all outward appearances, my life had 
everything necessary to make it interest- 
ing, rich and full. Nevertheless, for some 
time I had been bored and restless. | 
knew (and mine was the experience of 
many moderns, young and old) that some- 
thing was lacking. I sought for something 
(I knew not what) that would give life 
color, beauty, zest. 


Then you came, and | caught a vision 
of what life could be—adventurous, free, 
radiant, with all inner conflicts resolved . . 

“For me, ‘twas not the truth you taught 
—to you so clear, to me so dim—but 
when you came to me, you brought a 
sense of Him.” 

Frankly, I was puzzled. Why did you 
bring a “sense of Him”? | began to un- 
derstand after reading Song of Solomon 
1:3: “... Thy name is as ointment poured 
forth.” There is an aura, a fragrance 
about those who walk in close communion 
with their Lord, -and it is this fragrance 
that attracts the world to Him—not logic, 
or argument, or explanation—simply the 
sweet perfume of a Christian character. 

I watched you at school, in social gath- 
erings, and at home. | asked questions— 
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what do you believe about the Bible, about 
Christ, about the world in which we live? 
Soon I learned that fundamental in your 
character was unfaltering faith in God. 
Do you remember when you quoted 
Romans 4:20, 21 to me? “He staggered 
not at the promise of God through unbe- 
lief; but was strong in faith, giving glory 
to God; and being fully persuaded that 
what he had promised he was able also to 
perform.” Then and there I decided to 
put my trust in Him, and-since that day, 
though I am often weak and faltering in 
faith, He has given me strength and 
courage. 

Courage—how badly I needed that 
quality in my character. Part of my bore- 
dom and unhappiness was due to my in- 
ability to get out of the rut in which | 
found myself. I loathed the work I was 
doing, the endless routine lightened only 
by the intellectual pleasures of study in 
my chosen field. You learned how | felt, 
and suggested that I trust in my Lord, and 
let Him manage my life. That involved 
giving up the security of my job, and 
fighting for the kind of work I wanted. 

The barriers seemed insurmountable, 
but you kept reminding me that all things 
are possible with God, and finally I was 
offered the position for which I long had 
yearned. You wrote me a letter of con- 
gratulation: “Once again our Lord is 
very gracious. I have always found that 
when things appear the blackest and ut- 
terly impossible from the human stand- 


point, then He intervenes. Thank Him 
for His graciousness, and then look for 
ways to serve Him.” 

You also brought new interests into 
my life. Through you, I became acquain- 
ted with Inter-Varsity, with His, with 
a whole new field of literature. I dis- 
covered the spiritual blessings of the Quiet 
Time, I tasted the delights of verse-by- 
verse study of the Bible through our peru- 
sal of Romans. I gained a very dear 
friend. 

But my life still was not all I wished it 
to be, for there were times when I was 
torn by inner conflict. You saw my 
restlessness of spirit, and advised me to 
learn Philippians 4:6, 7: “Be careful for 
nothing; but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God.- And 
the peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” Now, 
whenever | feel the need, I recite these 
verses to myself, and pray that He will 
send His “still dews of quietness” into 
my troubled soul. 

You see, I have finally learned your 
secret—that to one who truly loves his 
Lord, and is fully yielded to His will, He 
gives victory and peace. So, although our 
paths may never cross again, | shall al- 
ways thank Him for your friendship, 
which neither time nor distance can fade 
or tarnish, and for the fellowship we have 
had in Christ Jesus. 


Christmas Is Coming! 


Have you ever had a hard time deciding 
whether to pass on your copy of HIS to a 
friend or file it for future reference? If so, the 
way to solve the dilemma is to send gift sub- 
scriptions of HIS to your friends for Christmas. 


When making out your gift list, write “HIS” 
beside the names of those you want to help 
twelve times during the coming year. They'll 
appreciate it! See the mast head on the inside 
front cover for the full price list. 
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The Jap whe nieaten+ fishe 


By CLareNncs W. HALtt, 
Religious News Service Correspondent 


c 


island shortly before it was “se- 
cured,” I found men and officers shaking 
their heads over an incident that had oc- 
curred a few days before. The story con- 
cerned a Kamikaze pilot who was also a 
Christian—a brand of being many Gls 
had refused to believe existed among their 
enemy—and who risked his own life to 
prove it. 

It happened during the height of the 
final and most fanatical efforts by the Jap- 
anese to stem the advancing tide of defeat 
on this outpost. A whole flock of suicide 


a. I reached this battleripped 


planes had attacked. Many had been shot 
down, but a few had got through and left 
their blazing devastation on ships, planes 


and island installations. The American 
forces were fighting fires, removing the 
wounded and repairing the damage. 

Then, suddenly, a lone enemy plane 
shot down through a cloud and headed for 
the island. It wove toward the air strip, 
plunging through the curtain of steel and 
apparently impervious to the fighter 
planes’ attempt to shoot it down. 

But just as it seemed ready to plunge 
into the parked planes, it deliberately 
swerved out to sea, gracefully banked and 
made a “belly landing” on the water. 
American soldiers watching it swore in 
amazement. One officer gasped, “Well, 
Pll be—! Why’d he do that? He could 


have smacked us sure!” 


Within a few minutes the 
pilot dragged himself up on 
the beach and staggered to- 
ward the Gls, his hands 
lifted in the air. When the 
the bedraggled Japanese saw Chaplain 
Roy N. Hillyer, he -pointed to crosses 
on the uniform, and then jabbed an index 
finger at his own heart, grinning happily. 
An interpreter was called and it developed 
that the pilot was a Christian, convert of 
a mission in his home town of Nagoya. 

For two years, the pilot said, he had 
been in a prison camp for refusing to fight 
America. Then one day he had been told 
he must be trained as a pilot or be killed 
as a traitor. He had taken the first course, 
thinking the war would be over before his 
training could be completed. 

But it wasn’t and he was drilled in the 
technique of the Kamikaze. This was his 
first mission, and, true to his original vow 
not to “commit murder against my fellow 
Christians,” he had found a way to lag be- 
hind the others and then jettison his plane, 
running the risk of either being shot down 
or of exploding his bomb when crashland- 
ing on the water. 

He indicated willingness to suffer what- 
ever punishment might be ahead for him 
as a prisoner of war, but said that if he 
lived to see the end of the war he wanted 
to return to Japan to be trained as “a 
Christian missionary to my people.” 

—Copyright 1945 Religious News Service 


9 a 





Get tough with yourself 


Missionary airplanes and medical advances have 
helped... but fellows and girls preparing for 
foreign service for Jesus Christ still face no life 
of ease. Here are some of the personal qualities 
they will need to acquire. These traits do not 
suddenly burst into blossom upon arrival on the 
foreign mission field. Hence there is an urgent 
necessity to begin cultivating them now. 


a HE question is often asked, “How can 
I best begin at home to prepare for 
the life of the mission field?” Here are a 
few practical suggestions :— 

Effort. It will not be easy. We must 
go out of our way to acquire this pre- 
paredness. We are called to a strict train- 


ing for a hard fight which will not end till 
we hear God’s “Well done.” 

Difficulties. Let us learn to choose the 
hardest things, to do what others leave un- 
done. We can begin in the ordinary af- 
fairs of home life. The joy of hard climb- 
ing and the glory of the impossbile should 
not be mere phrases but experienced facts. 

Helpfulness. Make opportunities each 
day to help others, in inconspicuous ways, 
not grudgingly but joyfully, though it 
may mean far less time for yourself. Be 
kind and thoughtful. Be courteous and 
good mannered. “Love is never rude, 
never selfish.” 





' Sleep. Do not waste time sitting up 

late talking. King’s business talk is dif- 
| ferent; but what about the late rising in 
| the morning, the shortened Quiet Time 
due to our letting the pleasant conversa- 
tion of the night before drift on? 

Food. “I don’t like this.’ Well, learn 
to like it, unless it actually does physical 
harm. Be grateful for what God has 
given. If it is just a case of likes and dis- 
likes, learn to be able to eat things that 
are not your choice—and enough to keep 
you fit and strong, not a mere mouthful. 
The ability to eat unflinchingly may mean 
much for friendship with peoples of 
another land whose food is very different 
from ours. 

Clothes. God wants us to be tidy, and 

certainly not to be conspicuous through 
- slackness. But fashion should not be our 
master even in the smallest things. 

Spending money. There are many un- 
necessary gadgets and ornaments that it 
is very nice to possess, for which we spend 
money without thinking. All our money 
is God’s, if we are His children. Rich or 
poor, we should think and pray befere we 
spend, and we should learn to do with- 
out. Some, after indulgence in small ways, 
find it very hard to stop. The people 
among whom we are to live in the mis- 
sion-field, for the most part, never could 
buy such things or their local equivalent. 
The unnecessary separates us from those 
we come to serve. Do not let us live like 
misers, but pray before we spend. 

Tidiness. Some people seem to be 
born tidy, others think that they never 
can be. Can we imagine the Lord Jesus 
when He was on earth with His clothes 
untidy and all His belongings lying about 
in disorder? It saves time, and is excel- 
lent training deliberately to study tidiness. 


Comfort. Do not become too wedded 
to the armchair. The comforts of modern 
life may not be found abroad, and we 
must learn to be independent of them, and 
to cut out the things that make us soft. 
Physical discomfort for its own sake need 
not be sought, but it must never cause 
us to turn back. “Be careful of your 
body, but careless of your life.” 

Accuracy, which is a part of Truth. 
Train the mind in accurate thinking and 
the lips in accuracy of speech. What of 
the stories we re-tell? Do we add to the 
facts to make people more impressed or 
more amused? Truth has little place in 
most non-Christian lands, and our words 
and ways are watched when we speak of 
the necessity of utter truth. 

Truth. Let there be no pose. Most 
Orientals can read us like a book and we 
cannot deceive them. Accordingly to 
God’s scale of values we are certainly no 
better than they, so why pretend to be so? 

Pride. If you take offence easily, do 
not come to the mission field thinking that 
it does not matter. He humbled Himself. 
He did it deliberately. So do not let us 
care overmuch for the praise or blame of 
men, even of other Christians. To our 
Lord we live. If something is misunder- 
stood, learn to go direct to the other one 
concerned. Be frank and humble and 
straighten it out. 

Speech. Don’t argue, but learn from 
God when and what to speak, and realize 
the value of silence. Never break confi- 
dence. Never fear to speak the truth, 
though it leads to trouble. 

CONTINUED NEXT MONTH 


Reprinted from the Dobnavur Fellowship, South 
India. This article can be obtained in pampblet 
form without charge (send stamped, addressed 
return envelope) from the Student Foreign Mis- 
sions Fellowship, 64 €. Lake, Chicago 1, Ml. 
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thé only Protestant Chaplain for the 1500 men 
of the 161st Infantry Regiment on Luzon, 
OTE (Capt.) George Oestreich kept ac- 
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_™ ON the edge of a trench using a piece 
of wood for a desk. It’s kind of 
rough going to get this written here. But 
_ I figured you might like to know some- 
thing about my first night in a foxhole. 
We moved into a deep ravine protected 
and concealed by dense bamboo and 
started to dig in for the night. We picked 
a sheltered place close to a stream which 
tumbles musically down the steep hill. 
The ground was very rocky and hilly. It 
took two hours to dig a two-foot hole and 
then it was only large enough for one 
man. Fortunately another fellow had a 
large shelter, so I agreed to sleep with 
him and let my assistant occupy our hole. 
Night falls very quickly in the jungle 
and until the moon comes up you cannot 
see your hand in front of your face. Natu- 


rally there is a good bit of apprehension 
about Japs sneaking in; infiltration is one 


of their sneaky tricks. The stream 
seemed to be taking advantage of us and 
was making all sorts of strange sounds 
which played upon the imagination in a 
terrorizing way. Then there were lizards 
running around the hole and squeaking to 
one another like mice, night birds, and the 
other weird jungle cracklings and drop- 
pings of twigs. 

Suddenly, from our laboriously dug 
hole, came a whimper from my assistant. 
“Chaplain, I’m getting jittery. I can’t 


stay here any longer.” So over he scram-’ 


bled, risking his neck and ours, because 
when something moves in the jungle up 
here it gets shot at! Well, he made it 
and crawled in between myself and the 
communications man | was with. He re- 


minded me of childhood days when I used 
to run into my father’s bed because I was 
dreaming. Now it was three men in a 
two-man fox hole and he continued to 
“jitter” for the remainder of the night. 

Once the crack of a Jap sniper’s gun 
unnerved him and he said, “Chaplain, did 
you hear that? It was awful close.” Of 
course I heard it. I heard every awful 
noise that night, and when I did doze, one 
of our heavy mortars would let go a round 
of artillery and snap me out of it in a 
hurry. 

When the moon came up, it was beau- 
tiful. Moon beams danced on the falls 
beside us and cast the shadow of bamboo 
leaves across the ground. 

I lay there for what seemed like two 
eternities until | knew dawn must be 
breaking. I looked at my watch and it 
said 11 p.m.! I turned it everyway to try 
to make it read 5:30 or later, but no go! 
When daybreak did come it was almost as 
welcome as the Rapture. I know what 
the boys mean when they say they hate 
the night. Sometimes a Jap will come so 
near that when shot he falls in the fox- . 
hole. : 

The second night in our foxhole we 
were blessed with a tropical rain and 
woke up in a bathtub. Needless to say 
we spent the next day making necessary 
drainage arrangements. 

It’s a lot of fun and the life I love. How 
I hope God sees fit to spare me to do a 
good job for Him. 


Reprinted from Sunday Magazine, 600 N. Clark 
Street, Chicago, Illinois. 





May 6th 


We are unable to hold services here for 
safety reasons so much of my time is 
spent in the Aid Station. The wounded 
men are usually carried out at night when 
they have fallen in dangerous places. | 
guess the Gethsemanes some men go 
through could never be told. Men shot 
through the body are often in most pain. 
I gave one fellow my canteen. He Was 
very thirsty—not having had anything but 
rain water in a tight position in the hills. 
One fellow, wounded in the abdomen, 
seemed to feel better when I talked to him 
and wiped his fot face. 

“How long have you been lying up 
there?” I asked. 

“Since before the break of dawn, sir,” 
was his reply. 

It was then about 10 a.m. The hero- 
ism of some of these men should be told. 
They suffer in silence, almost never groan- 
ing. I find it easy to help with the wound- 
ed and to talk to them about the Lord 
when they are able. 


May 9th 


Last night the rain created a new fox- 
hole problem, i.e., a cave-in. I was nest- 
ling down for a nice snooze when every- 
thing seemed to give way at once and | 
was sitting in the midst of a slide. Since 
you don’t stick your head out and dig at 
night, I shoved the dirt back and tied a 
slip knot on my legs for another long, un- 
comfortable night. When the thing caved 
in, my assistant peeked out of his hole 
and said, “Wat cha doin’, Chaplain?” 

In a voice that I tried to make sound as 
though everything was in order, | in- 
formed him that I was riding the crest 
of a wave! 
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May 24th 


Today was another wonderful one in 
service for the Lord. We had the rough- 
est going along the narrowest, densest 
jungle tracks I have traveled to reach two 
companies of the 1st Battalion boys on a 
heavily wooded ridge. I carried the little 
red hymn books and Testaments in a clean 
sand bag—and it was worth the effort. 
We had the largest, most spiritual service 
so far with about a dozen men asking for 
Testaments at the close of the service. 
They are a hot looking bunch—18 days 
without a bath or shave creates that wild 
man atmosphere. 

While holding the service our 240 mm 
shells were sizzling overhead, low enough 
to see them, as we shelled the opposite 
ridge. 300 yards away our patrols were 
in contact with the enemy. At the begin- 
ning of the service someone set off a 
booby trap about 50 feet away and hurt 
himself. There was an immediate vanish- 
ing of congregation and chaplain for we 
thought it was a Jap mortar. 

We are now employing Chinese units 
for the purpose of securing our jungle 
trails, or what were yesterday’s Jap trails. 
There are about 200 in the area around 
the ridge where I held today’s services. 
I inquired of their English speaking officer 
as to whether there were Christians 
among them. 

“Indeed, sir, there are many among 
us,” he replied. 

I asked if he would interpret if I held 
a service. He was delighted with the idea 
and tomorrow at three in a little clearing 
in the jungle | will bring my first message 
through an interpreter to the Chinese. 


May 25th 
Today I had the Chinese service. When 





I reached the beginning of the jungle trails 
there was a Chinese guard waiting to be 
my protection. He was only 16 years 
old and very little. I was amused that 
he should be guarding me. On the way 
in we met one of their officers, Lt. High, 
who greeted me very warmly and said it 
was an honor and long anticipated joy to 
have a chaplain come to them. He said 
he was making his scheduled inspection 
of trail blocks and would hurry to make 
the service. 

When I reached their Command Post 
they were ready for me. They had boxes 
all around in a semi-circle and about 50 
Chinese soldiers assembled there— 
practically every man available. I led 
them in prayer and talked to them from 
John 10 on “Jesus—the Only Way to 
Heaven.” Every sentence I had to stop 
so that my two interpreters cou!d ex- 
plain to them. It was strange but very 
thrilling for me. 

On the trail back to the road I met 
Lt. High again. He was hurrying to 
make the service and greeted me—this 
time with disappointment. After say- 
ing that he himself had greatly desired 
this Christian fellowship, he said, “Sir, 
would you be so kind as to pray with 
me alone?” and with that he fell on his 
knees in the middle of the trail. 

Somewhat surprised, I knelt too, Be- 
side him knelt his bodyguard; beside 
me my little friend, helmets in hand. 
| prayed, but was so thrilled with it 
all that I have no idea what I said. 

When | finished, Lt. High offered the 
most beautiful and heart-stirring prayer 
that I have ever heard. One thing I 
remember was his pleading with the 
Lord to help the Japanese people see 
the great mistake they are making so 


that he and his men might not have to 
kill them. When we stood I noticed that 
his face was wet with tears. I shifted my 
eyes to his guard—tears were running 
down his cheeks, too. What was happen- 
ing to me is very hard to say. 

Lt. High said, “I beg your pardon, sir, 
but I am very weak.” . 

I] quoted, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee, my strength is made perfect in 
weakness,” and then quoted the 23rd 
Psalm. 

Over Japan God’s heart must be heavy 
with sorrow. Have they rejected Christ? 
Or have we, in days gone by, misrepre- 
sented Him? 


June 18th 

Sunday we held four services and four 
communion services. More and more Fil- 
ipino soldiers are attending the meetings, 
for I am their chaplain, too. Sixteen were 
in our Command Post Service. | had one 
all Mabuhi service, at which I distributed 
Testaments and showed the fellows how 
to use them. I had them stand and read 
salvation verses, then I would explain 
them, An hour later when | passed them 
again they were reading together and ex- 
plaining these same verses—they remem- 
bered the references. 


June 20th 


On the way to hold services today | 
met my little Chinese bodyguard who had 
taken me to the Chinese service I men- 
tioned. However, the meeting was not a 
happy reunion. He came running up to 
tell me, half in sobs, that Lt. High had 
been shot and beheaded by the Japs the 
day before. 

I stood looking down at him and he 
said, “All right, Father, goodbye.” 





He was gone before | could question 
him further—like a tear on the cheek he 
came and went with his burden of sadness. 


July 9th 

My first experience of ministry in Gar- 
rison overseas is now past. I was com- 
pletely unprepared for the response to our 
services, but working with the men in 
the hills establishes a bond which does 
not break when things ease up. I thought 
I would attempt Sunday school, church, 
and vespers—purely an experiment—for 
such a schedule has never existed here 
before. | figured I might have several out 
for Sunday school and we could sit around 
and have a lesson. 

When I got to the chapel to carry out 
my humble plan, the chapel was full. | 
was sure some mistake had been made in 
announcing the services and that the men 
had assembled for church. 

So I asked them why they thought they 
were there. When they chorused, “For 
Sunday school,” I almost fell apart with 
conflicting emotions. I was surprised, 
amazed, scared and touched with the al- 
most unbelievabie sight before me. 

At 10:30, our church time, the chapel 
was so packed | had to take the pulpit 
out and let the men sit on the available 
floor space at the front. I had men behind 
me and around me. 

In the evening we had another crowd— 
not quite so large, but surprising for even- 
ing. We had a swell time for I gave them 
a Bible drill and then stuck my neck out 
for trouble by letting them try and strike 
me out with three misses. I let them read 
a verse from anywhere and | was sup- 
posed to locate it. 


July 16th 

The officers have made strenuous efforts 
to break me into “Army Life,” as they 
call it. At the table several days ago one 
said, “Chaplain, | know why you won't 
go to Manila with us and try these things. 
You can’t trust yourself—you are too 
weak!” 

“I know it,” I said. At which they all 
looked popeyed at me for such a humiliat- 
ing confession. 

Then I added, “When | deliberately 
throw myself into the undertow of sin, | 
swim alone, imperiled; when I walk in 
righteousness | have God’s presence and 
God’s power.” 

They dropped the subject. 

The Battalion is I:ke a big family where 
a man’s life is well known. They have sur- 
prised me at times by knowledge of details 
and incidents that I never dreamed they 
knew. I certainly need the power of God 
in my life to bear a good testimony and to 
be Christ-like. 


July 20th 


Yesterday memorial services were held 
at Santa Barbara. Row upon row of neat 
little white crosses mark the Flanders’ 
Field of the Philippines. As we looked 
out across that sea of graves I understood 
why men, who seemed so silly when | 
watched them as a child, would gather 
every Memorial Day to honor tender 
memories. I thought of Sunday and Com- 
munion in this light—opportunity to re- 


fresh our memories concerning Calvary 
and a Precious Life laid down. 

The men held a military salute while 
taps were blown, and hot tears flowed on 
the cheeks of buddies. 
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QUESTION )u? | UBOX 


fen Will you if possible settle a question for two groups of young people, several 
of whom read HIS? All are Christians and truly want to do God's will. 
Group 1. They attend all services of the church and all other religious meetings 
if at all possible to get there... do as little studying as possible ... are satisfied with 
a passing mark even though very poor... feel that much of their studying is a waste 
of time and that all they need to do is study God's Word, pray, and claim the promise, 
“J can do all things through Christ..." They take no active part in any sports... 
Group 2. They are good students, striving for better grades, making use of the 
library ... attend church regularly ...are interested in all clean sports...do not 
usually attend ‘‘out of town’ religious rallies if they interfere with their night's rest . . . 
Group 1 says that God's work comes before everything else, and that Group 2 
bold forth a poor testimony by not attending all possible meetings. Group 2 holds 
that Jesus (as a man) was not prepared for His life work for 30 years, and that Group 1 
are a poor testimony to teachers and fellow students because of their attitude toward 
school work. MRS, C. W. F. 


The trouble with Group 1 seems to be a mistaken idea as to what it means to “put 
God’s work before everything else.” For the Christian, there is no “everything else.” 
All we do, think and say comes directly into the orb of our Christ'an experience. If 
God has placed a student in school, it is slighting the will of God to avoid the responsi- 
bilities of being a good student for Christ’s sake. It is just as important to honor God by 
studying well as to attend church regularly. See I Cor. 10:31. Don’t study if you are 
not in God’s will by being in school; instead, quit school. 

Obviously wisdom is needed to apportion time between school and other things. 
One rule of thumb method is to put away all school work on Sundays, concentrate on 
studying during the week, even if it means giving up some meetings. 

Sports or other extra-curricular activities are important to Christian students from 
the standpoint of maintaining health, learning teamwork and cooperation, how to lose 
valiantly and win graciously, and to broaden opportunities for witnessing. 

Group 2 needs to beware lest it make success in school work and end in itself. As 
with all phases of life, it must be kept under God’s authority by ample daily B.ble 
study and prayer by which we learn to bring all things into subjection to Him. 

Above all, let both groups pray humbly for eath other. 


Questions of readers should be addressed to The Editors of His, 64 E. Lake Street, Chicago 1 
or 1130 Bay Street, Toronto 5. Questions are referred by the editors to qualified Christian 
experts in the field touched by the question. Name of the questioner will be signed to the 
question unless request is made that it be withheld. 
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PRIMER on campus advertising 


D®= the natural optimism of campus Christians at Dunkville State Teachers 

College and Podunk University that their Christian fellowship groups are well 
known to fellow students on the campus, case histories show that keen Christians 
can roam the campus of a large university for months without suspecting the existence 
of a group of fellow Christians. And on smaller campuses, scores of those who might 
have been interested are quickly absorbed in other less important activities before 
finally being contacted. This being November, with the fall semester nicely underway 
for some, and the winter term on the verge of beginning for others, now is the time 
for an all-out campaign to find the others on your campus who need the help of your 
group. How to do it is told in the special photo HIS story below: 


Posters. This University of Iowa 
quartet (Dawn Dennison, Gwen Gard- 
ner, Louise Burgess, Kathleen MacDon- 
ald) demonstrate how half a dozen new 
members found their group within a 
few weeks. Using colorful clippings from 
magazines, they made twelve posters 
and placed them on twelve strategic 
bulletin boards in campus buildings. By 
rotating the twelve posters, a fresh poster 
appeared on each board each week. Other 
chapters have used printed posters. (If 
your university has a rule requiring it, be 
sure to submit your posters to the proper 
authority for approval before tacking.) 


Your campus newspaper. Plenty 
of good (and free!) publicity can come 
your way by keeping the editor posted on 
the doings of your group. This is especial- 
ly true if some member of the group is on 
He the editorial staff, which is a good thing 
To Convene to arrange. Be sure to have your meetings 


st to the lowa listed in the daily calendar of events 


lowa State will be ho Intervarsity published by many campus dailys. Occa- 


the sionally, paid advertisements may also 


prove valuable, particularly for special 
meetings. And remember, one of the best 
ways to establish cordial campus rela- 
tions as well as to merit newspaper pub- 
licity is to take active part in projects 
that will benefit the university. 
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Personal conversation. Far from 
least in importance is the personal in- 
vitation. Literature will prepare the way 
but often it takes more than cold type to 
clinch the deal and bring out your new 
friend to his first meeting. The telephone 
is also very helpful, and stopping by for 
him on the way to the meeting usually is 
highly successful. 


A good way to get the names of other 
Christians on campus was tried fruitfully 
by Wayne University last spring. Mem- 
bers of this group wrote to all evangelical 
pastors in the state, requesting lists of 
all known Christians on their campus. Re- 
sults were good. 


Literature. Blotters, with information 
of meetings printed on them, have been 
used successfully by many groups. A local 
printer can give you estimates, and a 
member in the art department can help 
make an attractive lay-out. This one is 
from the University of Texas, At the 
University of Illinois, 6000 blotters were 
distributed to campus bookstores for free 
pick-up by students, and in a few weeks 
the entire supply was gone. Some campus 
groups have mailed blotters or other liter- 
ature to all students on the campus, some- 
times also enclosing a Gospel of John or 
a good, university level tract (see cover). 


Special displays. These can often 
be arranged for a week’s showing in the 


library or in a hall showcase. Here 
Ruby Chaffee and Betty Norreen, Pur- 
due University, demonstrate how they 
introduced Purdue Christian Fellowship 
to freshmen during registration. Litera- 
ture was on hand for distribution. 


An alert group with its eyes open to 
the various possibilities for advertising 
on its campus will invariably find ample 
opportunity to make itself known. Of 
primary importance is a realization of the 
need to find other Christians, and of the 
fact that other Christians will be de- 
lighted to join forces with you when they 
know your group exists. 








The story of one man who gave all of bimself to God—and the result. 


WHOSE BODY IS 


By Dr. Water WILSON 


ner there exists in these days a 
great desire in the heart for, and a 
confusion in the mind concerning, the 
Spirit-filled life, or the path of consecra- 
tion, it may help to clear this matter if | 
tell you of my own experience with the 
Lord, the Spirit. 

I first trusted the Lord Jesus in De- 
cember, 1896. He saved me and changed 
my life. Immediately the Word of God 
became my constant companion. I loved 
it, studied it, preached it, and gave away 
tracts in large quantities. 

No apparent success followed my la- 
bors, and much energy produced little 
fruit. 

This failure disturbed me greatly, but I 
assured myself and was assured by others 
that we were not to look for results, but 
only to be busy at seed sowing. 

In 1913 the Lord sent to my home a 
godly man who had been serving the Lord 
in France. He said to me, “What is the 
Holy Spirit to you?” 

I replied, “He is one of the Persons of 
the Godhead.” 

“Yes,” said he, “that is Who He is but 
| asked you what is He to you?” 

I answered this question by saying “He 


Yours? 


is a Teacher, a Guide; He is the third Per- 
son of the Trinity.” 

My friend corrected me, saying, “He 
is the first two, but He is not the last that 
you mentioned, for to call Him the third 
Person is to give Him a place of insigaifi- 
cance and inferiority which He should not 
have. He is just as great, just as precious, 
just as needful as the other two Persons 
of the Trinity. But still you have not 
answered my question: “ What is He to 
you?” 

I now saw the point my friend was try- 
ing to make with me, and answered truth- 
fully, “He is nothing to me. I have no 
contact with Him, no personal relat:on- 
ship, and could get along quite well with- 
out Him.” 

This fact and truth surprised my own 
heart. I knew it was true, and yet dreaded 
the fact that it was true. 

My friend at once remarked, “ It is be- 
cause of this that your life is so fruitless 
even though your efforts are so great. If 
you will seek to personally know the Holy 





Reprinted from the Evangelical Christian. This 
article can be obtained in pamphlet form from 
the Evangelical Publishers, 366 Bay Street, Tor- 
onto 1 or 156—5th Avenue, New York 10. 
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Spirit He will transform your life. Read 
John 14:16 and 17, and see whether you 
do really know Him, the Spirit, and if 
you find you do not, then come to Him 
immediately in faith and make Him the 
Lord of your life.” 

I was afraid to do as this brother sug- 
gested because for years I had been taught 
by those who ministered the Word in my 
circles that the believer can have nothing 
personally to do with the Spirit. God 
worked by, and with, His Spirit, but we 
should have no contact with Him what- 
ever. I was told from the platform that if 
anyone yielded himself to the Spirit that 
one was a heretic to be avoided. 

Because of the years of this training 
three obstacles loomed large before me to 
prevent me from taking the Holy Spirit 
for myself. The first was my fear of be- 
coming a religious fanatic; the second was 
a fear of giving Christ an inferior place, 
and thus hurting His heart. (I did not 
know that there was no jealousy in the 
Godhead.) The third was that I should 
be giving to the Holy Spirit a position and 
place that should be occupied only by 
Christ. 


These doubts and questions I made 
known to my Christian teacher. He was 
a wise man of God, and revealed to me 
from the Scriptures that only by the Spirit 
would Christ be made known to me and 
the beauties of Christ be revealed to my 
heart. He assured me that if the Spirit had 
all His own way in my soul He would do 
freely what He came to do—reveal the 
Scriptures, exalt the Saviour, magnify the 
Father, give power in service, and victory 
in the battle with Satan. This encouraged 
me to study those passages which told 
of the privilege of the believer in receiving 
the Holy Spirit. 


The preacher left the city before I had 
made a decision. Shortly thereafter that 
blessed man of God, the late Dr. James 
Gray, came to our city, and one evening 
expounded Romans 12:1. Leaning over 
the pulpit, he said, “Have you noticed that 
this verse does not tell us to whom we 
should give our bodies? It is not the Lord 
Jesus Who asks for it. He has His own 
body. It is not the Father Who asks for it. 
He remains upon His throne. Another has 
come to earth without a body. God could 
have made a body for Him as He did for 
Jesus, but He did not do so. God gives 
you the privilege and the indescribable 
honor of presenting your bodies to the 
Holy Spirit, to be His dwelling place on 
earth. If you have been washed in the 
Blood of the Lamb then yours is a holy 
body, washed whiter than snow, and will 
be accepted by the Spirit when you give 
it. Will you do so now?” 

At this service Mr. Baker was sitting 
beside me, and he was in deep med:tation, 
as | was. We said little as we went home 
together, for he was living with me. He 


went to his room at once, while I went to 


my study. There I lay upon the carpet, 
prostrate in God’s presence, heart-broken 
over'a fruitless life, yet filled with a great 
hope because of the words I had heard 
from a teacher in whom | had all confi- 
dence. 


oo in the quiet of that late hour, I 
said to the Holy Spirit, “My Lord, I 
have mistreated You all my Christian life. 
I have treated You like a servant. When | 
wanted You I called for You; when I was 
about to engage in some work | beckoned 
You to come and help me perform my 
task. | have kept You in the place of a 
servant. I have sought to use You only as 








a willing servant to help me in my self- 
appointed and chosen work. | shall do so 
no more. Just now I give You this body of 
mine; from my head to my feet, I give 
it to You. I give You my hands, my limbs, 
my eyes and lips, my brain; all that | am 
within and without, | hand over to You 
for You to live in it the life that You 
please. You may send this body to Africa, 
or lay it on a bed with cancer. You may 
blind the eyes, or send me to Tibet with 
Your message. You may take this body to 
the Eskimos, or send it to a hospital with 
pneumonia. It is Your body from this mo- 
ment on! Help Yourself to it. Thank You, 
my Lord, I believe You have accepted it, 
for in Romans 12:1 You say ‘acceptable 
unto God.” Thank You again, my Lord, 
for taking me.” 

During the night I had seen the light 
burning in Mr. Baker’s room. In the morn- 
ing when he came to breakfast I said, “It 
is too bad you were ill during the night; 
why did you not call me?” He replied, 
“TI was not sick last night, but all night 
long I sought to get to the Lord, and to 
give my body to the Holy Spirit. I was 
unable to do so because business kept in- 
truding. Tents, camp furniture, flags, ad- 
vertising, factory problems all pressed 
upon my mind and demanded my atten- 
tion. It was four-thirty this morning be- 
fore I could really get to the Lord. Then 
I did give this body to the Holy Spirit, 
and accepted Him as the Lord of my 
service. At five o’clock | retired. You go 
down, Walter, and open the mail, and 
get the work started, for I am going to 
a luggage shop to buy a traveling bag. 
Since I have given my body to the Spirit, 
and He has accepted it, I know He will 
have work for me to do, and I want to be 
ready to go!” 





At the luggage shop Mr. Baker was 
waited on by a young lady. As he told her 
of his need, she said, “Are you the Mr. 
Baker of the awning shop?” 

“Yes,” he replied. 


Immediately her face flushed, she was 
choked with emotion, and told how just 
a few weeks before, her mother had died, 
and on her deathbed had requested the 
daughter to find Mr. Baker and ask him 
to lead her to the Lord Jesus, as she her- 
self had been led by this same friend 
some years before. Thus, before he ar- 
rived at the office, the Holy Spirit had 
proved His acceptance of Mr. Baker by 
giving him this soul the first thing in the 
morning. 

As I left home that morning | said to 
my wife. “This is to be a wonderful day 
with me, for I gave my body to the Holy 
Spirit last evening. | have quit asking Him 
to help me do things, and shall today see 
Him as the Lord of my life doing things 
through me. I will call you up and let you 
know what happens.” 

About ten o’clock two young ladies en- 
tered my office, selling advertising. They 
had often called for that purpose before, 
and I had given them some large con- 
tracts, Never had I spoken to them about 
the Lord Jesus. My lips had been my own, 
and I used them for business purposes. 
Now, however, the Holy Spirit made use 
of them at once. “Are you girls bad 
enough to be lost?” I asked. 

The older one answered immediately 
that she was, and bad been sitting up the 
previous nigbt until two in the morning, 
reading ber Bible and seeking the Lord. It 
was only a short way to Calvary for this 
girl. She soon met the Saviour and found 
peace in her soul. 

The younger sister was not so easily 
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led. She said, “You must think I am a very 
bad girl,’ upon which I handed her my 
Bible, open at Romans chapter three, and 
requested her to read the chapter, verses 
nine to nineteen, and see what God said 
about her. She denied that this passage 
referred to her at all, and would not ac- 
cept it. | handed her my scissors, and re- 
quested that she cut it out of the Book in 
order that I might not have an untrue 
statement in my Bible. This she refused to 
do, saying that her mother had taught 
her that all the Bible was true. This part, 
she said, referred to some one else, but not 
to her. From this passage I turned her to 
Mark, chapter seven, and had her read 
verses twenty to twenty-three. In this por- 
tion she admitted that the last two items 
were true in her life. We next turned 
to Matthew thirteen, and read the story of 
the wheat and the tares. As we read the 
explanation, verses thirty-seven to forty- 
three, the tears fell from her eyes as she 
acknowledged that she was like the tares. 
She was quite like a Christian, but knew 
in her heart that she did not have the life 
of Christ. Having thus admitted that she 
was a hypocrite, and lost, she too, like 
her sister, trusted in Christ Jesus. 

The gracious Spirit of God, having ob- 
tained the mastery and control of these 
lips, eyes and brain, began at once to use 
them. These two precious souls were the 
first-fruits of this “life more abundant.” 

Since that eventful time He has proved 
in a multitude of ways His authority, 
power, wisdom and knowledge in bring- 
ing about many such miracles, showing 
Himself to be indeed the Leader of the 
life, the Lord of the harvest. 

I entreat each of you to go directly to 


the Holy Spirit Himself, give Him your 
body, and then look to Him constantly to 
do what He wants with that body for the 
glory and honor of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


perente ee 


TRANSFORMED MISSIONARY 


The significance of this article is demonstrated 
by what happened to a missionary who read it. 
Here is his story: 


WAS A missionary in Tibet and had been 
I there for a number of years. My ministry 
was not very fruitful. Not many hearts re- 
sponded and often I was quite cast down in my 
soul. 

After enduring this defeat for some time, I 
decided it was the will of the Lord for me to 
return home to the States and take up some 
occupation for a livelihood. I was so sure that 
this was the right thing to do, that I packed 
my belongings, told my few friends goodby and 
prepared to leave that desolate country for my 
home in the States. 

A short time before I was to leave the coun- 
try, I took a journey across the hills to the 
post office to leave a forwarding address and to 
obtain what mail might be there. In the mail 
which I received was a copy of The Evangelical 
Christian. I opened the magazine in the post 
office and was struck by the title “Whose Body 
is Yours?” by Walter L. Wilson. 

I read the article through carefully and then 
read it through again. 

I went back home slowly, thoughtfully and 
deeply stirred in my spirit. There kneeling 
among my goods, I gave my body to the Spirit 
and received Him as the Lord of my life. 

At once my spirit was relieved. Hope sprang 
anew in my heart. The work of my Lord looked 
quite different. I had found the power for 
service. 

I unpacked my things and told the Lord that 
since my body were His, I could now expect 
that He would use it. 

The results were wonderful. The transforma- 
tion was indescribable. God began to make my 
ministry fruitful and I can testify that this is 
really God’s path of blessing 
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Prayer Meetings 
can be interesting 


By Anna-Marige Eavey 


Have you ever been to a prayer- 
meeting like this? The leader asks for 
prayer requests; a few brave souls venture 
forth with vague suggestions mumbled 
under their breath between frequent 
pauses, and finally the group goes to 
prayer with nothing really specific to pray 
about .. . 

Although such meetings are not really 
boring, they can and often do become 
monotonous. Certainly it should not be 
thus, for communion with our Lord should 
and can be sweet, and not tiresome. How? 

Center the prayer meeting about some 
definite theme. Then the prayers offered 
will be definite, not generalities expressed 
in the old worn phrases used so often be- 
fore. 

Here is an example of effective praying 
illustrated in a group of girls rooming in 
the same dormitory. Each girl wrote 
down eight requests, not too personal, but 
all concerning her in some way, such as 
unsaved relatives, or future plans. Each 
time the group met for prayer the re- 
quests of one g:rl were remembered. 
During the week between meetings, each 
girl would pray for another’s request in 
her daily devotions. By the end of an eight 
week period, the girls knew that some- 
thing had really been accomplished. They 
felt that definite needs had been met in 
their individual lives. 
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Another way to make group prayer 
specific and effective is to pray during a 
particular prayer period or series of 
periods for a particular mission field. The 
prayers should not just be vague requests 
for that field, but mention should be made 
of specific names and missions. This in- 
volves work, but it will pay large divi- 


dends, for God honors the effectual 


prayer of faithful believers. 

A prayer group can be a powerhouse 
in the lives of certain prominent people: 
pick a different Christian leader to remem- 
ber in prayer each month. At each meet- 
ing that person can be held forth in 
prayer, and his life will be strengthened 
by it, whether he knows of the prayers or 
not. 

Something different in a prayer-meeting 
is to have each person give a prayer of 
thanksgiving, with no requests at all. You 
will probably be surprised, and rebuked, 
to find how hard it is to just thank the 
Lord, and not to ask. 

Why not turn to the Word of God for 
some of your prayer meetings? The leader 
can give each person a verse, to pray ac- 
cording to the message received from the 
verse. Verses concerning our daily Chris- 
tian life, such as, “Let your speech be 
always with grace, seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how ye ought to answer 
every man” (I Thess. 4:6), or “Set your 
affection on things above, not on things 
on the earth” (Colossians 3:2) are help- 
ful. Countless other verses contain good 
“prayer requests.” 

It is possible to get a blessing from any 
prayer meeting. But think how much 
greater the blessing will be if a little 
thought and preparation is made by the 
leader before the meeting begins. 
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A professor charges bis fellows with closed minds because 
they assume that science has more authority than religion. 
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and the professors 


FROM AN ADDRESS BY 
Mortimer J. ApLer, UNiversiry oF CHICAGO 


W E HAVE come together because we 
all share, for different reasons and 
in varying degrees, an .uneasiness about 
something we call the present s:tuation. 
This conference, one might suppose, has 
been called to consider illness of our 
culture; more than that, to seek and 
effect remedies. 

But one cannot expect professors to 
understand what is wrong with modern 
culture and education, because that 
would require them to understand what 
is wrong with their own mentality. If 
such a miracle could be hoped for, | 
could hope for a peaceful deliverance 
from our manifold confusions. Since 
professors come to a conference intend- 
ing to speak their minds but not change 
them, it is preposterous to suppose that 
this conference can even begin to realize 
its only justifiable end. 

The defects of modern culture are 
the defects of its intellectual leaders, its 
teachers and savants. The disorder of 
modern culture is a disorder in their 
minds, a disorder which manifests itself 
in their teaching, and through that teach- 


ng, perpetuates itself and spreads out 
in ever widening circles. 

We do not have to wait until this 
conference is over to discover its futI:ty 
and the reasons therefor. The failure of 
President Hutchins to accomplish the re- 
forms American education so badly 
needs, demonstrates the point for us. In 
fact, if he could have succeeded, this 
conference would not be necessary. 

What did Mr. Hutchins propose? That 
man is rational, essentially distinct from 
the brutes, and hence, that education 
should cultivate the moral and the in- 
tellectual virtues. That science, philoso- 





This address, delivered to a group of eminent 
professors just before the war at the Conference 
on Science, Philosophy and Religion, held in 
New York City, is of major significance in 
pointing out the danger to religion and to de- 
mocracy of the widely held presupposition of 
professors who affirm the authority of science 
and deny the possibility of true authority in 
religion. The entire speech from which this is 
condensed is recorded in ‘Vital Speeches of the 
Day” (found in most university libraries) 
Vol. VII, No. 4 
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phy and theology are distinct bodies of 
knowledge. But he went further. He 
said that philosophy delves more deeply 
into the nature of things than empirical 
science; that practical philosophy is 
superior to applied science, because the 
latter at best gives us control over the 
physical means to be used, whereas 
practical philosophy determines the ends 
to be sought, and the ordering of all 
means thereto. 

Hence the structure of a university 
should not be a miscellaneous collection 
of departments all treated as equally im- 
portant but a hierarchy of studies, 
ordered according to intrinsic merit. 

Because our secular universities har- 
bor a diversity of religious faiths, Mr. 
Hutchins placed metaphysics at the 
summit instead of theology. The highest 
knowledge, and the most indispensable 
to man’s well-being, is the knowledge of 
God; and since the ultimate conclusions 
of metaphysics comprise a natural the- 
ology, metaphysics is the supreme 
subject-matter in the domain of natural 
knowledge. Mr. Hutchins indicated his 
willingness to admit that if there is a 
better knowledge of God, and man’s re- 
lation to God, than metaphysics offers, 
then such knowledge is superior to phi- 
losophy, both theoretically and _practi- 
cally, just as philosophy is superior to 
science. Traditional Judaism and Chris- 
tianity do, of course, claim that there is 
such knowledge, the sacred theology that 


rests on faith in God’s revelation of 
Himself. 


Inevitable Failure 
Why did Mr. Hutchins fail? Anyone 
who has ever attended a faculty meeting 
knows the answer. He failed not because 
his analysis was patiently demonstrated to 
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be in error; not because someone proved 
that philosophy does not exist or is in- 
ferior to science; or that religion is super- 
stition, and sacred theoloogy a rationali- 
zation of some make-believe. He failed 
because he was asking the professors to 
change their minds and to agree about 
something. He failed as much with the 
professors of philosophy as with the pro- 
tessors of science; he failed even more 
with those teachers of religion who regard 
themselves as liberal. 

Because he was asking the professors 
to change their minds and to agree about 
something, it was naive to suppose that he 
could reform education by appealing to 
truths the professors ignored or denied. 

Now I want to make one thing ab- 
solutely clear. | am not begging the 
question in this issue by proceeding as 
if I have proved the former right and 
the latter wrong. | know | have not, with 
the time at my disposal that would be 
impossible. Fortunately, there is no need 
to verify this once again, because on 
this occasion I am concerned only to 
show the futility of the conference. 

That can be shown very simply. The 
prevailing opinions of the professors are 
either right or wrong. Let us suppose, 
for the moment, that they are right, that 
what is now generally taught in Amer- 
ican schools about the relation of science, 
philosophy and religion is true, then 
nothing’s wrong with modern culture, for 
modern culture, in all its practices and 
institutions, embodies these opinions. 
Then it is difficult to see why there 
should be any conference. 

If, however, the prevailing profession- 
al opinions on these matters are wrong, 
and if, modern culture suffers grave dis- 
orders because it embodies these 


opin 
conf 
the 
The 
sam 
nate 
min 
all 
whi 
anc 
that 
N 
leag 
clea 
and 
sop 
ack 
issu 
on 
the: 
aca 
def; 
cha 
spe 
beir 
side 
fac 
tivi 
plic 
sing 
tha 
of 


the 


sar 





opinions, then there is some point to a 
conference. But then it is pointless to ask 
the professors to consider the problem. 
They have already considered it. The 
same majority point of view will domi- 
nate this conference. Of course, the 
minority view will get a hearing, with 
all that indifference about the truth 
which hides behind the mask of toler- 
ance, but it is a foregone conclusion 
that nobody’s mind will be changed. 

Now I am well aware that my col- 
leagues do not think there is any such 
clear-cut division between a majority 
and a minority view of science, philo- 
sophy and religion. They do not like to 
acknowledge the existence of clear-cut 
issues, with truth on one side, and error 
on the other; if there were such issues, 
then one might be obliged to risk his 
academic reputation by coming to a 
definite conclusion. Nevertheless, | 
charge the professors—and here I am 
speaking of the vast majority—with 
being in substantial agreement on one 
side of the crucial issues this conference 
faces, I say that most of them are posi- 
tivists. | insist that behind the multi- 
plicity of technical jargons there is a 
single doctrine. The essential point of 
that doctrine is simply the affirmation 
of science, and the denial of philosophy 
and religion. 

Furthermore, | say that the most 
serious threat to democracy is the posi- 
tivism of the professors, which domi- 
nates every aspect of modern education 
and is the central corruption of modern 
culture. Democracy bas much more to 
fear from the mentality of its teachers 
than from the nibilism of Hitler. It is the 
same nihilism in both cases, but Hitler’s 


is more honest and consistent, less 


blurred by subtleties and queasy quali- 
fications, and hence less dangerous. 
Within brief scope, the easiest way to 
force the professors into the open is 
by making the issues sharp and clear. 
Let me do this with respect to philoso- 
phy, and then with respect to religion. 


What Is Philosophy? 

With respect to philosophy, the fol- 
lowing propositions must be affirmed. 
He who denies any one of them denies 
philosophy. (1) Philosophy, like science, 
is public knowledge, not private opinion. 
(2) Philosophical knowledge answers 
questions which science can never 
answer because its method is not 
adapted to answering them. (3) Because 
their methods are thus distinct, philoso- 
phical and scientific knowledge are logi- 
cally independent of one another, which 
means that philosophical principles or 
conclusions do not depend upon the 
changing content of scientific knowledge. 
(4) Philosophy is superior to science; 
theoretically, because it is knowledge of 
the being of things whereas science 
studies only their phenominal manifesta- 
tions; practically, because it establishes 
moral conclusions, whereas scientific 
knowledge yields only technological ap- 
plications. (5) There can be no conflict 
between scientific and philosophic truths, 
although philosophers may correct the 
errors of scientists who try to answer 
questions beyond their professional com- 
petence, just as scientists can correct the 
errors of philosophers guilty of a similar 
transgressions. (6) There are no sys- 
tems of philosophy, each of which may 
be considered true in its own way by cri- 
teria of internal consistency, each differ- 
ing from the others, as so many systems 
of geometry, in terms of different origins 
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in diverse, but equally arbitrary, postu- 
lates or definitions. (Those who think that 
philosophy comprises a variety of logical- 
ly constructed systems, among which you 
can take your choice according to your 
preference among postulates—they deny 
philosophy.) (7) The first principles of 
all philosophical knowledge are meta- 
physical, and metaphysics is valid know- 
ledge of both sensible and suprasensible 
being. (8) Metaphysics is able to demon- 
strate the existence of God, by appealing 
to the evidence of the senses and the prin- 
ciples of reason, and without any reliance 
upon articles of religious faith. 


What Is Religion? 

These eight propositions are not 
offered as an exhaustive account of the 
nature of philosophy, its distinction 
from, and relation to, science. I have 
chosen them simply because they will 
serve like intellectual litmus paper to 
bring out the acid of positivism. Let the 
professors who claim to respect philoso- 
phy—and this goes as much for the pro- 
fessors of philosophy as for the others— 
decide whether they affirm evey one of 
these propositions. If they deny any one 
of them, they are positivists. 

With respect to religion, the following 
propositions must be affirmed. He who 
denies any one of them denies religion, 
in any sense which distinguishes it from 
science and philosophy. (1) Religion in- 
volves knowledge of God and of man’s 
destiny, knowledge which is not natural- 
ly acquired as are science and philoso- 
phy. (2) Religious faith is a supernatural 
act of the human intellect, and is thus 
a Divine gift. (3) Because God is its 
cause, faith is more certain than know- 
ledge resulting from the purely natural 


action of the human faculties. (4) What 
is known by faith about God’s nature 
and man’s destiny is knowledge which 
cannot attain without God’s revelation 
of Himself and His providence. (5) 
Sacred theology is independent of phi- 
losophy, because its principles are truths 
of faith, not reason, but this does not 
mean that theology can be developed 
without reason. (6) There can be no 
conflict between philosophical and theo- 
logical truths, although theologians may 
correct the errors of philosophers who 
try to answer questions beyond the 
competence of natural reason, just as 
philosophers can correct the errors of 
theologians who violate the autonomy of 
reason. (7) Sacred theology is superior 
because it is more perfect knowledge of 
God and His creatures and practically, 
because moral philosophy is insufficient 
to direct man to God as his last end. 
(8) Just as there are no systems of philo- 
sophy, but only philosophical knowledge 
less or more adequately possessed by dif- 
ferent men, so there is only one true re- 
ligion, less or more adequately embodied 
in the existing diversity of creeds. 

Those who claim to respect the distinct 
place of religion in modern culture, but 
refuse to grant that religion rests upon 
supernatural knowledge, or that it is 
superior to both philosophy and science, 
either know not what they say or are 
guilty of profound hypocrisy. For unless 
religion involves supernatural knowledge, 
it has no separate status whatsoever; and 
if it rests upon supernatural knowledge, 
it must be accorded the supreme place in 
the cultural hierarchy. Religion cannot 
be regarded as just another aspect of cul- 
ture, one among many human occupa- 
tions, of indifferent importance along with 
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science and art, history-and philosophy. 
Now let me guard against misunder- 
standing once more. The various proposi- 
tions | have enumerated I do not regard 
as matters of opinion. I think their truth 
can be proved. But I have not done so. | 
have. done absolutely nothing to show 
that positivism and naturalism are false 
doctrines. My only aim is to show that the 
professors are, rightly or wrongly, posi- 
tivists and naturalists. My only hope was 
that the professors might examine their 
conscience in the light of clearly defined 
issues, and acknowledge plainly what 
they really think. I know, of course, that 
it is too much to hope for... 

These eight propositions, like those 
concerning philosophy, are far from ex- 
haustive. ‘lhey are intended simply as a 
device to show professorial positivism. 

Religion is either the supreme human 
discipline, because it is God’s discipline 
of mar, and as such dominates our 


culture, or it has no place at all. The 
mere toleration of religion produces a 
secularized culture as much as militant 
atheism or Nazi nihilism. Philosophers 


who think that all the significant 
questions men ask are either answerable 
by reason or not at all are naturalists 
just as scientists who think that science 
alone is valid knowledge are positivists. 
If the professors are positivists, they are 
certainly naturalists. They dishonor 
themselves as well as religion by tolerat- 
ing it when they really think philosophy 
is opinion. This positivism and natural- 
ism are at the root of modern secular- 
ized culture. 

The central problem of modern cul- 
ture is more complicated and difficult 
than the medieval, because science has 
become a distinct and important enter- 


prise, both theoretically and practically. , 
The modern synthesis, the harmony and 
unity of modern culture, will be achieved 
only when the truths of philosophy and 
religion can be integrally retained with- 
out losing any of the genuine advances in 
knowledge or production that science has 
contributed. Since in the world of values, 
there is no order without hierarchy, 
science, philosophy and religion can 
never be harmonized so long as they are 
all asked to lie down together, but only 
when each is called upon to perform 
its proper function, whether that be to 
serve or to rule. 


Danger of an Open Mind! 

The time is obviously not yet ripe 
for a modern solution. There are. not 
enough scientists who understand the 
truths of philosophy and religion, nor 
enough philosophers and men of faith 
who are at home in the domain of 
science. Much work by representatives 
of all three disciplines is required. This 
conference might have been an occasion 
for such work. The failure of this con- 
ference is due not only to the fact that 
the professors are, for the most part, 
positivists; but even more so to their 
avoidance of what is demanded for fruit- 
ful intellectual procedure. The modern 
professor is indocile in the sense that, 
beyond the field of science, he cannot 
be instructed, because he acknowledges 
no ignorance. Hence anyone who would 
try to instruct him about philosophical 
or religious truths would be regarded as 
authoritarian, as trying to impose a 
doctrine. The fact that no mind is free 
to reject the truth seems like an infringe- 
ment upon his sacred liberties. What he 
means by truth is science. 


On fundamental questions, which 








means all the questions beyond the scope 
of science, he wishes to keep a thorough- 
ly open mind forever; he wishes neither 
to be convinced of anything nor to con- 
vince anyone. 

I have so far pointed out the signifi- 
cance of this conference for the state of 
our culture, and the doom it forebodes. 
In conclusion, I wish to indicate briefly 
the bearing of my analysis upon the 
crisis of democracy. Let me say at once 
that I hold democracy to be the greatest 
political good, the most perfect form of 
political community; and | hold this not 
as a matter of fine feeling or local 
opinion, but | think it is a conclusion 
which can be demonstrated in terms 
of the truths of moral and _ political 
philosophy. 

One of the greatest achievements of 
the modern world is the discovery of 
the moral and political reasons for the 
democratic ideal, as well as actual ex- 
perimentation in the field of democratic 
processes, But though it be in this sense 
a child of modern times, democracy will 
not be fully achieved until modern cul- 
ture is radically reformed. Science con- 
tributes nothing whatsoever to the under- 
standing of democracy. Without’ the 
truths of philosophy and religion, de- 
mocracy has no rational foundation. In 
America at present it is at best a cult, 
a local prejudice, a traditional persua- 
sion. Today it is challenged by other 
cults which seem to have more might, 
and no less right, so far as American 
ability to defend democracy rationally 
is concerned. 

For all these reasons I say we have 


more to fear from our professors than 
from Hitler. It is they who have made 
American education what it is, both in 
content and method; in method, an 
exhibition of anarchic individualism 
masquerading, as the democratic manner. 
Whether Hitler wins or not, the cul- 
ture which is formed by such education 
cannot support what democracy we have 
against interior decay. 

If I dared ‘to raise my voice as did 
the prophets in ancient Israel, | would 
ask whether the tyrants of today are 
not like the Babylonian and Assyrian 
kings—instruments of Divine justice, 
chastening a people who have departed 
from the way of truth. In the inscrut- 
able providence of God, and according 
to nature of man, a civilization may 
sometimes reach a rottenness which only 
fire can expunge and cleanse. If the 
Babylonians and Assyrians were des- 
troyers, they were also deliverers. 
Through them, the prophets realized, 
God purified His people. Seeing the 
hopelessness of working peaceful reforms 
among a people who had shut their eyes 
and hardened ther hearts, the prophets 
almost prayed for such deliverance, 
through the darkness of destruction, to 
the light of a better day. So, perhaps, 
the Hitlers in the world today are pre- 
paring the agony through which our cul- 
ture shall be reborn. Certainly if it is 
part of the Divine plan to bless man’s 
temporal civilization with the goodness 
of democracy, that civilization must be 
rectified. It is probably not from Hitler, 
but from the professors, that we shall 
ultimately be saved. 


The greatest struggle of modern times is not fought with fists, nor guns, nor atom bombs but 


with ideas in the minds of men.—ANON. 
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Christian Frats? 





A frank and important discussion of the pros and cons of Chris- 
tian frats and sororities, student houses and student centers 


By C. Stacey Woops, GENERAL SECRETARY, 


INTER-VarRsiTy CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 


War’s end brings with it the promise of 
the return to some degree of normalcy in 
North American universities. This may bring 
forward the question in your campus Chris- 
tian group, “Do we need some kind of a stu- 
dent house?” 

Past history in Inter-Varsity has shown 
that in some instances student houses have 
been greatly blessed of God; in others, situa- 
tions developed that made the house a posi- 
tive hindrance to the campus testimony. 

Just because one college has had a suc- 
cessful student house or center is no good 
reason why any other chapter should feel 
that it is God’s will for them to have a similar 
house. God’s will on one campus may not 
be His plan for another. 

“Don’t rush into things in a burst of en- 
thusiasm. If the idea is hot, then allow for a 
cooling period of three or four months for 
undisturbed consideration. A student house 
is a big thing to handle and most certainly 
you want unanimity so far as members are 
concerned. 

There are three possible types of houses 
to be considered: 


(1) The Christian fraternity. The Inter- 


Varsity Christian Fellowship takes no posi- 
tion officially for or against fraternities or 
sororities, but generally speaking we feel the 
attempt to commence a Christian fraternity 
where one does not exist is usually ill-advised 
if it is to be part of the activity of the campus 
chapter. There is too much distinction be- 
tween those who belong and those who don’t 
for a Christian fraternity or sorority to be 
well integrated into a chapter program of 
campus evangelism. 

(2) The student residence. This usually 
serves a two-fold purpose: it provides a 
residence for Christian men or women, and 
also the public rooms are available for meet- 
ings. 

(3) A student center. This emphasizes fa- 
cilities for the chapter program rather than 
residence. 

If a chapter has no facilities for carrying 
on its program on campus there may be a 
very good reason for some kind of a center 
off-campus. If, however, your university 
through its union or in other ways provides 
the rooms that you need, watch out lest a 
student house takes your emphasis off- 
campus and so away from the students you 
want to reach. 
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Challenge Your Motives! 

What is the motive for having such a 
center? Is it to provide “a city of refuge” in 
enemy territory, an escape from reality and 
from the need for witnessing to non-Chris- 
tians in other student residences? If so, such 
a house may prove a snare and a source of 
weakness. 

If you have such a house, will it take up 
so much time organizing and running it that 
you'll not have time for prayer, Bible study 
and campus evangelism? In that case good 
may prove to be the enemy of the best. 

What about the value of the house in terms 
of the unsaved student? Will he or she, the 
student who doesn’t know Christ, be more 
likely to come to a student house or center 
than to a. meeting on campus? Will the en- 
vironment be more interesting and con- 
ducive to personal work? Or is there al- 
ready a place adjacent to the campus, easily 
accessible to the disinterested and indiffer- 
ent? 


The Problem of Finance 


The financing of a student center or stu- 
dent house needs to be very carefully con- 
sidered. Often students, believing they are 
in the will of God, have gone ahead “on 
faith” to financial disaster. 

In most instances the Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship as a national organization 
cannot assume any responsibility for the 
financing of these houses. There are in- 
stances where the national organization has 
been given such a house and provides fa- 
cilities for local chapter use. If property is 
to be purchased and a certain degree of sta- 
bility and continuity is desired, something 
may be said for the house being held in the 
name of the national organization and it 
might be possible to arrange this. 

The average undergraduate is hardly 
qualified to take a plunge into the local real 
estate market and come out unscathed, and 
what a tragedy if a chapter is to be ham- 
strung with the responsibility of financing 
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and paying for a house year after year so 
that prayer energy is sapped in that one 
direction and students are burdened with 
plans to lift their debt and are not free to 
reach the unconverted. 

Even if sufficient for the down payment is 
available, what practical and definite assur- 
ance has God given that funds for subse- 
quent payments are available? Don’t forget 
to consider the cost of taxes and insurance, 
including liability insurance. 

Therefore in almost every instance it has 
proved more satisfactory to rent a house and 
after a year or two if the enterprise has 
proved successful, the advisability of pur- 
chasing a house can be considered. 


In renting a house, work out very carefully’ 


the total cost of operations, heat, rent, light, 
furnishings, maintenance, the cost of meals 
including preparation and guests, the num- 
ber of people for which the house can pro- 
vide accommodation and the number of ex- 
tras who can come in for meals. Consider the 
possibility of having a full house, and re- 
member, on the law of averages one third 
of those who promise to live in will probably 
not do so. Allow for the possibility of having 
two or three empty beds and still be able to 
break even. And don’t forget the cost of 
maintaining an empty or half empty house 
during the summer. 

If a non-resident student center is being 
considered, what sources of income are avail- 
able to pay rent, light, etc? Even if a fairy 
godmother or godfather is in sight to pay the 
bills, it is well to have a couple of months 
rent in the bank to provide against any sud- 
den drying up of that source of supply. And 
generally speaking it is a distinct weakness 
for a chapter to be financially dependent 
upon outside sources. It is very much more 
wholesome for a campus Christian group to 
be at least partly self supporting, the mem- 
bers giving from their own tithes. 


The Dean's Office 
If you are thinking of organizing a house, 
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talk it over with university authorities. Find 
out what the regulations are. Be sure you 
have official approval and cooperation. It is 
most important for the sake of your testi- 
mony that you be well regarded as a coopera- 
tive house or center. 

So far as house regulations are concerned, 
some people are over careful and want all 
kinds of supervision that the university will 
not require. The unconverted will think it 
strange if Christian students cannot trust 
themselves and be trusted to the same extent 
as the university trusts the student body as 
a whole and other similar houses. On the 
other hand, it’s most important that all 
supervision that the university requires is 
provided in the house or center. 


No Smoking? 

House rules and standards should avoid 
unnecessary do’s and don’ts. The whole es- 
sence of Christianity is that the Christian 
should have the restraint of the Holy Spirit 
within him which should, in practice, take 
the place of external regulations. If a house 
is governed by a series of petty rules con- 
cerning doubtful things, this may prove a 
stumbling block to the unconverted student. 

For instance, while it may be true that 
Christian students as a rule do not smoke a 
placard in the living room of the house “No 
Smoking, Please’ may immediately raise a 
barrier for the unconverted student. In nine 
cases out of ten he will conform to the prac- 
tice of the house without the rule. 

Some Christian student residences have 
had rules against attendance at theaters and 


f some of you feel that God is laying the 
need of a student center or student house 


upon your heart, first, pray about it. 


Second, pray some more. 
Discuss the matter carefully with the entire 


chapter. Wait until there is unanimity. Let the 
idea simmer for a while. Discuss it with your 
staff member and wait until God really pro- 
vides a plan for acquiring and running a house 
or center, and don't just mistake a ‘‘for rent’ 

| sign across the road from the campus as being 
necessarily God's provision. 


thereby Christians have deprived themselves 
of the privilege of helping babes in Christ 
grow spiritually, since new Christians fre- 
quently do not see any particular reason to 
refrain from theater attendance and would 
not wish to live in a house with such rules. 


What About Non-residents? 

Obviously if a group of men are going to 
live together, or a group of women, they'll 
want to “run their own show.” But unless 
the house program of evangelism and point 
of view can be integrated with the campus 
program as a whole, two centers of loyalty 
and interest will result for members of the 
Inter-Varsity chapter. The students in the 
house will feel they do not really belong 
with the Christian students who live in dor- 
mitories or at home. They will not readily 
fit in with the campus program. 

Sometimes this can be overcome by hav- 
ing every active member of the chapter a 
member of the house by paying a nominal 
fee. Such an arrangement permits those in 
residence to run themselves so far as upstairs 
is concerned, but the chapter as a whole, 
being part and parcel of the house, would 
run the affairs of the house downstairs in 
the public rooms. Thus, all would feel they 
belonged. 


The Housemother 

Residences usually require proctors or 
housemothers. Unless God gives you the 
right man or woman to live in the house, 
Satan will use this to disrupt and destroy 
harmony and testimony. It is almost better 
to have no housemother or no adult super- 
visor in the house, providing an arrange- 
ment can be made with the dean’s office, than 
to have the wrong person. 

If the dean’s office requires a supervisor, 
then the relationship needs very clearly to 
be defined. Make sure you have a sympa- 
thetic Christian, one who will not dominate, 
one who will not be jealous of the house at 
the expense of the campus chapter’s testi- 


















































mony, one who will not be so devoted to 
those who are in residence that non-residents 
will be ignored. 


Unconverted Residents? 
Another problem is “shall we allow un- 


converted students in the house?” Where a 
house is exclusively for Christians, and most 
particularly where there are a lot of regula- 
tions as to what a Christian living in the 
house shall do or shall not do, some houses 
have become centers of weakness rather than 
strength. Students have not become campus 
minded, but house minded. These residences 
have become a kind of hothouse for delicate 
plants who seem unable to survive the rigors 
of the storm. Experience has proved the value 
of having weak Christians and a small minor- 
ity of non-Christians living in the house. 
Weak Christians and non-Christians should 
room with strong Christians. 
It is a mistake to allow a group of weak 
. Christians or a minority group of non-Chris- 
tians to room in one section of the house by 
themselves. This creates a center of opposi- 
tion to Christianity and spirituality. Twenty- 
five percent non-Christians is usually suffi- 
cient and they should be made to understand 
that the residence is a Christian residence 
and they should conform to house rules in 
terms of house devotions, Bible classes, etc. 
If after at the most two years, the non- 
Christian living in the Christian house has 
shown no response to the Gospel it is usually 
better to invite other non-Christians to take 
his or her place at the end of that period. And 


some houses have had the very successful 
practice of allowing a Christian to live in the 
residence only two years and after that the 
Christian student is encouraged to live in a 
dormitory and there be a witness to Jesus 
Christ. When Christians have lived two years 
in the house and have been strengthened and 
built up by this warm spiritual environment 
and then two-by-two have gone out to live 
in a dormitory as a testimony for Christ, this 
has been an untold blessing to them and to 
the campus. 

There is real advantage in having contact 
between the Christian residence and some 
of the other student cooperatives and fra- 
ternities attached to the university. Exchange 
dinners and exchange activities—within the 
limits of that which honors the Saviour can 
promote better understanding and provide 
effective opportunities for witness. 

House domination from the outside is a 
thing to be avoided. In some instances a 
committee of interested Christian business 
men have sponsored a house and then sought 
to run it. This should be avoided. The ideal 
setup is where a sympathetic Christian fac- 
ulty member can act as sponsor to the dean’s 
office and where the students can run things 
for themselves, not as a group apart from 
the chapter, but where the chapter as a 
whole can be part and parcel of the house 
activities, 

Take time to find out what God’s will is 
for you, remembering that “he that believeth 
shall not make haste.” 


rT HE ONLY survivor of a wreck was thrown on an uninhabited island. He managed 
to build himself a hut in which he placed the little that he had saved from 


the wreck. 


Daily he prayed to God for deliverance and anxiously scanned the horizon 


each day for a sign of any passing ship. . 


One day, on returning from a hunt for food he found his hut in flames; all 
he had was gone up in smoke. God had forsaken him. 


Shortly he saw a ship steaming to his rescue. “We saw your smoke signal,” 


said the captain, “or we would never/+ave known there was anyone here.” 
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and leaders were Hubert Butt of the United 
States staff and Catherine Scroggie and Pete 
Akyroyd of the Canadian staff. The conference 
theme was “Let us go forth therefore unto Him 
without the camp bearing His reproach, Heb. 
13:13.” Herbert Butt used this theme as the 
subject of three sessions and spoke from Isaiah 
6, verses 1 to 9. Group discussions were held 
on personal evangelism, Phil. 4:1 to 13 and on 
“Meeting the Freshmen.” It was felt at this 
conference that the Lord had set the tone and 
tempo for the launching of the Fall campus 
witness. 


University of Toronto—The V.C.F. got off 
to a good start September 29 with a Member- 
ship Reunion Social followed on the first of Oc- 
tober by a Freshmen Reception which was not- 
able for the large number of new men and 
women from all faculties who were present. 
Testimonies as to the blessing of God through 
the V.C.F. were given by three students, the 
weekly program in’ the various colleges was 
announced, literature distributed and General 
Secretary Stacey Woods closed the reception 
with a word or two about Inter-Varsity around 
the world. 


Jrene Webster-Smith—Staff 
Texas is spending the first six weeks of this 
school year in Eastern Canada. She spoke at 
the I.V.C.F. student conference this year at 
Fairview Island, September 21 to 23 and was 
at the University of Toronto October 3 and 4; 
Queen’s University October 10 and 11, McGill 
October 12, 13 and 14; McMaster October 15 
and 16 and University of Western Ontario 
17, 18 and 19. After a few days at a missionary 
conference in Michigan she will head for the 
“Lone Star State” and probably have her head- 
quarters at Austin. 


member for 


“HIS Reporters and chapter representatives 
are asked to send material for “News of the 
Campus” to Stacey Woods, 1130 Bay Street, 
Toronto 5, Ontario. 


University of Wasbington—The U.C.U. at 
Washington starts out with a busy fall pro- 
gram... Freshman Reception on November 10 
and then special meetings with Inter-Varsity's 
campus evangelist, Bob Finley, November 24 to 


* continued from page 36 


December 1. 


Duke University—Duke Christian Fellowship 
plans to take a vital part in Religious Emphasis 
Week on their campus, November 25-29. Pray 


that the Lord will guide in their plans. 


Chicago's monthly meeting begins the new 
academic year with a joint meeting with the 
Christian Medical society of that city, Novem- 
ber 3. Dr. William H. Chisholm of Korea, Sec- 
retary of the Independent Board of Presbyterian 
Missions will speak about the Christian’s per- 
sonal responsibility toward foreign missions. 


Fall conferences—Latest word is that Michi- 
gan plans its Fall conference for November 10- 
11, and Ohio has just finished its conference, 
October 26-28. Reports on October conferences 
have not yet reached HIS editors, but will be 
forthcoming soon. The conference for Illinois 
schools has been postponed until December 7-9. 


Former staff members Alice Reid and Cather- 
ine Alexander have—after some delay—set sail 
for India and Iran, respectively. Alice left by 
plane from Chicago for Vancouver, B.C. and 
then by boat from there. Catherine—after 
losing her place on the Gripsholm just 36 hours 
before sailing time—found passage on a tramp 
steamer. No word has been received from either 
of these missionaries since leaving the country. 


Alumni of Southern California have been 
active all summer and begin the new academic 
year with a strong alumni fellowship. Larry 
Rorem, Wayne University graduate, is acting 
as president of the group. 


Alumni of the Christian fellowship group at 
Chicago Teachers College meet together twice 
each month for Bible study and mutual help. 
Eleanor Feichtinger °45 is president of this 
group. 


The Bible study group for foreign students 
which meets each week at the University of 
Chicago International House continues to grow 
in interest and blessing. Wilbur Sutherland, 
former president of the I.V.C.F. chapter at the 
University of British Columbia, visited the 
group in early October and reported enthusi- 
astically on the project. 






































University of Saskatchewan—Staff member 
Margaret Fish tells of a busy freshman week. 
The old crowd was not back yet but good con- 
tacts were made with the freshmen, particu- 
larly returned service men who were invited 
Sunday, September 30th, to a welcome tea and 
reception held in their honour. This year the 
Freshmen Committee sent a personal letter to 
every incoming freshman on that campus with 
an invitation to chapter Fall activities. 


Mexico—Good news continues to be received 
from the Inter-Varsity student missionary en- 
terprise in the University of Mexico. The be- 
ginnings of a student center are already bear- 
ing fruit, with new students being contacted 
and being brought to Bible study meetings and 


prayer groups, Continue to pray for this work. 


McGill—House Manager Chris Willis re- 
ports a full house at 3445 Peel St. where im- 
provements were made in house facilities last 
Summer. Bill Steeper, Inter-Varsity’s staff mem- 
ber for Quebec, is already getting his feet wet 
in Lower Canada. At the official University 
Freshmen Service, chapter president Keith 
Young was in charge of the program and 
Professor George Kimble was the speaker. He 
was formerly of the British I.V.F. and now is 
McGill’s Professor of Geography and member 
of the I.V.C.F. Quebec Committee. 


University of Jowa—I.V.C.F. will play host 
to a State Inter-Varsity Conference slated for 
October 27th and 28th. The General Secretary 
is expected to be present. 


New Zealand—One hundred and thirty stu- 
dents and graduates representing all four Uni- 
versity Colleges, the four Training Colleges 
and the Lincoln Agricultural College attended 
the 10th Annual Conference of the Inter-Varsity 
Fellowship of Evangelical Unions of New Zea- 
land held in Christ Church, May 12th to 18th, 
1945. The conference site was “Tyndale House” 
recently acquired property which has been de- 
dicated and set aside for the use of the New 
Zealand youth through the Scripture Union, 
the Crusader Movement in the high schools 
and the I.V.F. Speakers included Canon T, C. 


Hammond, Principal of Moore Theological Col- 
lege of Sydney, Australia, the Right Reverand! 
Frank Houghton, General Director of the China] 
Inland Mission and Rev. Thomas Miller off 
Dunedin. On question night a “brain trust’’§ 
gave the answers. It consisted of Canon Ham- 
mond, The Revs. T. Miller and W. A. Orange 
and Dr. J. M. Laird. Rev. Lioneu B. Fletcher 
addressed the conference one evening on evan- 
gelism. Dr. Laird spoke on the eve of his de- 
parture to England to assume leadership in the 
Scripture Union; as well as Dr. W. H. Pettit the 
founder and first president of the New Zealand 
1.V.F. 


Manitoba—Stan and Ann 
Steinmann, former Inter-Varsity staff members 
are back on Manitoba campus as a team to 


University of 


spearhead university witness in that province. 
A Freshman tea was held on October 4th, in 
The Broadway Building. The challenge of 1500 
new students is perhaps the greatest Inter- 
Varsity has had in that university. 


University of Western Ontario—Ted Robins, 
third year medical student, is optimistic that 
the Inter-Varsity organization in the medical 
school may be revived after a lapse of several 
years, A number of meds this year are in- 
terested in such a witness. Let’s pray this into 
a vital group. Rev. Maurice Flint of the Cana- 
d:an Scripture Union is expected to be the chief 
speaker at the U. of W. O. Fall Conference at 
London November 9, 10 and 11. 


Willamette University, Oregon—This chap- 
ter has launched its fall program although offi- 
cers for the year have not yet been elected. 
Numbers are rather small and definite prayer is 
asked that the required faculty sponsor for this 
chapter may be forthcoming so that official pri- 
vileges may be maintained, and that God may 
come in to bless and encourage this group into 
an enthusiastic witness to Him. 


University of British Columbia—September 
16 to 19 the Inter-Varsity students from U. of 
Bs 
Island in Howe Sound, Vancouver, Speakers 
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held a pre-session conference at Anvil 








